
Transcript: To what extent are political identities imposed onto young people? 


Natalya: Quite a lot. I think it's a very, very large part of where we get it whether it's, whether it's like consciously imposed on young people, I think it’s slightly different to like just the environment, affecting young people but of course you do have a choice to a point as to like what you choose to read or engage with.

Antonio: I think yeah they’re heavily imposed on us and rarely actually we impose them on ourselves.

Ishaa: I think they are imposed to certain extent. You get impressions of individuals based on their attitudes, the way they dress and their personality, appearance these kinds of things.

Natalya: But I mean really that comes down to the whole nature/nurture question.

Tyrell: I feel like political identities are often handed to young people via socially accepted stereotypes in different communities that lead to discriminatory acts against young people, which all contributes to their life experience. Like for example, from the demographic I'm from. My dress code, my appearance, these are all stereotypical views on me. And it led to like a hole in my self-belief. If stereotypes let people view in a certain type of way that you're just like this, so therefore you're more likely to be an offender. And then that leads to discriminative acts like when you're in a shop for example, and then you’re being followed around the shop, and then all of that kind of stuff that all contributes to the life experiences that I'm talking about that will lead to the forming of a political identity. 

Antonio: I'm not really aware, or too aware, or bothered or concerned of my own political identity but I think whereas people from, so for example senior identity, older identity, they might actually impose these identities on young people, as I said we're not the ones that really focus on our own identities, other people do I think, they impose a lot more.

Jordan: I don’t feel that political identities are imposed on young people as much, and it's a thing where it's almost where people, they like to see—you’re interested in something, if you see people like yourself involved in it.

