A review of financial support for young people aged 16 to 19. 
Young people who started Year 7 in September 2009 will have to stay in education or training until they are 18. They can stay in school, go to college, get an apprenticeship or get a job with some part time learning. We want to make sure that these young people have the right financial support to help them and so want your views about the financial support young people get at the moment.  Financial support available now for 16 to 18 year olds includes; 
· Financial support paid directly to young people aged 16 to 19 who are still in learning such as Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA). 
· Financial support paid to families for 16-19 year olds who are still in learning such as Child Benefit and Child Tax Credits.
· Financial support for 16-19 year olds in learning who have to live away from home such as Income Support.

· Financial support may be available for 16-19 year olds who have to live away from home but are not in learning such as Job Seekers Allowance.

Please look at the questions below and give us your views;
	1.  Why do you think 16 to 18 year olds should get financial support when under 16s don’t?


	Answer:



	2.  Some young people don’t live at home, they may live independently.  Do you think they should get a different form of financial support?  

	Answer:


	3.  Are there any other groups of young people who you think should get financial support and any who you think should not?

	Answer:



	4.  Child Benefit is paid to parents and EMA is paid to young people.  Should financial support be paid directly to the young person or should it be given to their parents?

	Answer:



	5.  What are the advantages of giving money to the young person?

	Answer:



	6.  What are the advantages of giving the money to parents?

	Answer:



	7. What difference does having financial support make to young people when deciding whether to stay at school or college?

	Answer:



	8.   What should a young person in learning have to do to receive financial support, for example work hard/do well?

	Answer:


	9.  Over £1billion is spent on supporting 16-18 year olds who stay in school, college or training.  If you were responsible for this money how would you spend it?

	Answer:




